BUDDHISM IN  CHRISTIANITY.

great disciples." His teachings are condensed into a special
" Sermon on the Monnt." He had fire as well as water baptism*
He was transfigured on a mount. He went to hell or purgatory,
and freed the spirits in prison. He converted a penitent thief.
Amrapali, the Buddhist Magdalene, figures in the narrative,,
and other sinners of the city who washed his dead body with
their tears. A Judas at the Last Supper changed Buddha's bowl
for a poisoned one. And the graves seem to have given up their
dead when Buddha expired, for Ananda and another disciple saw
myriads of spirits near the city.

And now what did Buddha teach ?

There are two great .schools of Buddhism. First of all, let us
consider in what they agreed.

The religions of earth meanr strife and partisan watchcries,
partisan rites, partisan gestures, partisan costumes. But as the
daring climber mounts the cool steep the anathemas of priests
fall faintly on the ear; and the biggest cathedrals grow infini-
tesimal, and at last disappear in a pure region, where St. Paul and
Buddha, Spinoza and Amiel, Mirza the Sufi and Swedenborg, can
shake hands. The word Buddhism means gnosticism, interior
knowledge. There is a plane of matter and a plane of spirit, an
ego and a non-ego. The ego means earth's degrading fevers and
ambitions, the temptations of Satanas, to use old symbol, and
the tortures of hell, the non-ego is God, happiness, peace.

" The kingdom of heaven is within you/' says Christ.

" In whom are hid all the treasures of soplua and gnosis"
says St. Paul.

" The enlightened view both worlds," says Mirza the Sufi; "but
the bat flieth about in the darkness without seeing."

"Who speaks and acts with the inner quickening," said
Buddha," has joy for his accompanying shadow. "Who speaks
and acts without the inner quickening, him sorrow follows as the
chariot-wheel the ox."

Let us now consider how the two great Buddhist schools diverge*

1.  The earliest school, the Buddhism of Buddha, taught that
after Nirv&na, or man's emancipation from rebirths, the con-
sciousness of the individual siirvived, and that he dwelt for ever
in happiness in the Brahma heavens.

2.  The second, or innovating, school taught that after Nirv&na
the consciousness of the individual ceased.   The god of the first
school was  Buddha, which can have no other meaning than
"intelligent;" the god of the innovating school was Sunya
(unintelligent caiisation).

The first serious study of Buddhism took place in one of our
colonies, and the first students were missionaries. Great praise